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Sir Thomas Cookes 


O F 
BENT LE E Y, Knight Baronet. 


SIR, 
of nce that too favourable Account which thoſ e wor- 

thy Gentlemen, that heard my Sermon, gave you 
of it, has out-weighed thoſe Reaſons which 1 offr'd 
againſt Printing it, and you have ſo far taken their 
Charafter of it, rather than mine, as to joyn with 
them in ſoliciting me to make it Publick, I do here 
preſent you with it juſt as I delivered it, without the 
leaſt Alteration, or any Addition, except of a few 
Lines in the C re which concern ſome Matters that 
I was not then fully inSirufed in, 


If any ſhall be prevailed upon by any thing I have 

ſai , to imitate ſo fatr an Example as E et 

them, I ſhall repent of nothing relating to the Publiſh- 
A 


2 ing 


The Epiſtle Deditatory. 


ing of this plain Diſcourſe, but that I have ſo long 
delay'd complying with your Deſires, 


May you, Sir, lite to ſee not only your great De- 
ſigns Comphſ/d but ole. as 4s in n more full 
and perfe&t account of them, by ſome of thoſe Children 
for whoſe Education you are making ſuch Charitable 
Proviſion : But if they ſhould hold their Peace, 
the very Stones you have laid will cry out, and tran- 


{mit you honourably to Poſterity. IT am, Sir, 
Your moſt Obliged, and +. 


Faithful Humble Servant, 


Worceſter, Novemb. >W. TAL BOT: 
1/f. 1695. 


SERMON 


Preach'd, &c. 


St. LUKE, Chap. XII. verſe xx1i. 


So is he that layeth up treaſure for himſelf, and is not 
rich towards God. 


\ \ T Hich Words are our Lord's Application of a Pa- 
rable which He put forth, upon occafion of a 

certain Man's coming to him, and begging of 

him, wer. 13. to ſpeak to his Brother to divide the Inheritance 
with him, "There was, it ſeems, ſome difference between 
two Brethren about the diviſion of their Patrimony ; one of 
them had detained more than lus ſhare, at leaſt the other 
thought ſo, who theretore apples himlſelt to Chriſt, detiring 
Him that He would order his Brother to come to a fair Ac- 
count with him, and allow him that proportion of his Fa« 
thei's Goods, which of right deſcended to him : Bur he de- 
clines this office with a, Maz who made me a Tudze or Divider 
over you ? wr. 14. As if he ſhould have ſaid, My Kyngaom 
is wot of this Werla, Joha 18. 36. Ny Power no temporal 
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Power, -nor 15 it my buſineſs to Rule and Diſpoſe of Men's 
Bodies or Eftates, but to inſtruct their Minds ; all that I 
have therefore to {ay to you (and what I ſay to you, I fay 
to the reſt of my Hearers) is by way of Advice to caution 
_ againſt Coverouſneſs, wer.. 15. which as it has plainly 
been the occaſion of this preſent Diſpute, and that Injuſtice 
which one of you complain of, ſo will certainly always make 
2 Magn uneaſig, bur never happy, ver. 15. For a ma#'s life 
sanſiſteth not in the &bundance of the things which he poſſeſſes. And 
to make them- the more ſenſible of this; He tells them the 
following Story of a rich mar whoſe ground, ver. 16. either 
by. reaſon of the Fertility of the Soil, or his good husband- 
iog and manuring of it; together with the concurrence of 
God's common Providence, brought forth plentifully, in fo 
much-that . his Barns were not able to receive them ; and 
therefore he plotted and contrived with himſelf where he 
ſhould beftow all his Plenty, wer. 17. was then as careful 
and as. much at a lofs where to diſpoſe of it, as before how 
to. get it; at laſt he comes to this Reſolution, That he would 

ll dows his Barns and build greater, wer. 18, ſuch as ſhould 
be of capacity to hold his mighty increaſe, and there he 
could fore it up, and then ſay to his Soul, Soul, thou hait 
wach Food laid up far many years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 
he merry, ver. 16, Thus being made rich, as David ſpeaks in 
the 49 P/al. wer. 18. he bleſſed his Soul, and no doubt, as it 
there follows, Mex praiſed him for doing well unto himſelf ; and 
as heaccounted himſelf an happy. Man, ſo they thought him 
to. be a wiſe and prudent Man.. But to ſhew us that the 
waſdom of this World is fooliſhneſs with God; our Saviour . 
xÞs us, That whatever he was in his own, or others Opi- 


mon, he was but a Fool in God's account, For God ſaid unto 
him, Thou Foal, wer. 20. . 


Fool? For-what ? For making the beſt of his Eſtate, for 
carefully: gathering the Fruits of it, for ſafely laying up that 
Increaſe. wherewith. God had bleſſed him, for providently 
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taking care for the Years to come? What is there unreaſon- 
able in allthis? We do not find that he got his Wealth by 
any indirect Methods; his Abundance, as far as appears, was 
only the lawful produft of his own Land and Induſtry ; nor 
do we read that he was ſo-infatiableas never to be contented, 
or ſo ridiculous as to reſolve to ſpend all his time in heaping 
up Wealth,and allow himſelf none for the enjoyment of it. 
On the contrary he gave himſelf a quretws, Sonl rake thine 
eaſe, he knew when he had enough, thou he# goods laid wp 
for many years, ver. 19. {ufficient-Proviſions for many Years 
luxurious Living, and he reſolved to make the remamder of 
his Life comfortable by the free uſe of that Plenty which he 
had got together in the former part of it, eat, drink, and be 


merry. 


There is no reaſon to beheve that there is any thing of 
injuſtice or diſhoneſty that our Saviour intends to cenſure mn 
this Story, nor had He any occaſion to do ſo from the beha- 
viour of that Perſon, upon whoſe account he told it. 


For among the Jews, where a Man left more Sons than 
one, all might claim an equal dividend of the Eſtate, ex- 
cepting that the firit-borna was to have a double Portion of 
all that the Father dyed poſſeſt of ; fo that this Brother had 
certainly a right to his proportion, and as certainly it was 
not unlawful tor ham by lawful Methods to aſſert that right; 
and for the Method he took, *twas not only a lawful but 
commendable one, to have a difference between fo near Re- 
lations ſhortly accomodated by the amicable way of Arbi- 
tration, rather than decided by the tedious methods of Law, 
which might probably alſo lengthen and increaſe their Enmi- 
ty and Animoſities: And though he was miſtaken in the 
Perion headdreſt to, who would by no means intermeddle 
in Afairs of that nature, yet his miftzke was no very cut- 
pable one, but what he might be very eaſily and innocently 
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led into, either by the Fame or Knowledge of his great Ju- | 


ſtice and Integrity ; or by that Relation which he or his Bro- 
ther, or both might ſtand in to Him, as poſhbly being his 
Diſciples, and then who more fit to determine the Diſpute 
between them, than their Maſter ? or it may be by the 47h. 
Verſe of the 72 Pſal. (which P/a/m, Jews as well as Chriſtians 
have look'd upon as a Prophecy relating to the Mejiah ) 
where he is ſet forth as a Judge of the People, and Vin- 
dicator of the Rights of the Children, cc. But this not- 
withſtanding, though he might without fault inſiſt upon his 
right, and though the courſe he took to maintain 1t by re- 
ference, was a very juſtifiable and praiſe-worthy one, yet 
certainly he timed his buſineſs very imprudently ; *twas a 
mighty over-{ight in him to imploy thoſe Minutes about it, 
which he had then opportunity of improving to the more 
concerning Intereſts of his Soul; 'and to importune Chriſt to 
help him to recover a temporary Inheritance, to whom he 
might, with ſucceſs, have applied himſelf to have direted 
and aſſiſted him in the obtaining of an Incorruptible and E- 
ternal one : "This ſeems to me to be the folly that this Bro- 
ther was chargeable with, an inordinate deſire, and over 
eager purſuit, tho by lawful means,of the — things 
of this preſent Lite, to the negle&t of the more weighty con- 
cerns of that which 1s to come. 


As for the Rich Man, his folly ſeems to be of the ſame 
kind, but more extravagant ; his deſires and deſigns were 
all turn'd to this world, here he ſets up his reſt, and places 
his chiet happineſs in the goods he had laid up, and hugs 
and careſſes himſelt with the pleaſing proſpect of a long 
voluptuous enjoyment of them ; as tor the other World, 
he had not a thought for it, that was ſo little regarded by 
him, that he did not judg Heaven worth the Purchaſing at 
the expence only of his ſuperfluities: God had bleſt him 
with a very plentiful Fortune, he had more than he wanted 


Or- 
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or knew what to do with: What opportunity had he of be- 
ing Rich here and hereafter to? Of laying up ſufficient for 
the neceſſities and conveniencies of this Lite, and 1 T im. 6, 
Ig. of laying up in ſtore allo a 200d foundation againſt the time 
to come, that he might lay hold upon eternal Life ? Butalas, this 
Treaſure was put into the hand of a Fool that had not an 
Heart to make uſe of it ; tho he had ſo much that he could 
not tell where to beſtow it, he never thinks of making 
any return to that God that gave all, but chooſes to be at the 
charge of pulling down and enlarging his Barns, there tolay 
up his Goods to be a prey to Theeves and Robbers, and 
food for Vermin, -rather than to treaſure them up in Hea- 
ven, where no {uch devourers can approach : And this is 
that imprudent management for which God calls him Fool'; 
and he had preſently a very fad conviction of his folly ; for 
while he was entertaining himſelf with a vain Dream of 
many Years Happineſs, in an unreſtrain'd Enjoyment of his 
Fruits and Goods, he was ſurpriſed with the unwelcome tid- 
ings, v. 20. that that N72ht his Soul would be required of 
HM. 


He and iis Riches immediately part, they have another 
Maſter, and he be removed into another ttate, where he 
cannot take them along with him, and where having neg- 
lected to make any Friends with his Idoliz?”d Mammor, to 
{end any Treaſure before-hand, or lay -up any Proviſions, 
he cannot expect to be recerved into evtaſling Habitations, 
unleſs thoſe prepared for the Devil and his Angels, or toenjoy 
any portion, but one, of Fire and Brimſtone, without a 
Drop of Water to cool his Tongue, all Torment withoutany 
alloy or mixture : Az /o is he, 1.c. This is the Character of 
every ſuch Rich Man, and this will be his Caſe; he is a 
Fool, and will one day be fenſible of it, that thus /ays wp 
Treaſure for himſelf, that conſiders only himielf in the ſtor- 
ing up, or ſpending of his Plenty and Increaſe, ____ 

maſles 
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maſſes wealth meerly for his own ſatisfaQtion, either in the 
beholding it with his Eyes, or conſuming it upon his Lufts, 
ard 15 not rich towards God; does not imploy a proportion 
of his abundanee tothe ſervice and glory of God, in Works 
of Mercy and Charity : The words thus explained afford 
us theſe two Subjedts of Diſcourſe. 


1. The folly of thoſe that lay up Treaſure for themſelves. 


2. The true way of making a Wile uſe a'1d improvement 
of Riches, by being Rich towards God. 


1. The folly of thoſe that lay up Treaſure for themſelves. 

T intend not to declaim againſt an honeſt Care and Endeay- 
our in any one to provide the neceſſaries for ſup rting not 
only Life, but a comfortable Life, and for enabling hum to 
maintain the CharaQter, and diſcharge the Duties belong- 
ing to thoſe Relations which he bears in the World ; for 
ſuch care and endeavour, provided it does not imply, 1 Tim. 
6. 17. atruſting in uncertain Riches, or a reſting in them as 
a Man's chief good, but he canclear himſelf with Job, and 
ſay, Job. 31. 24. I have not made Gold my hope, nor ſaid unto 
fine Gold, thou art my Confidence, if it includes not a diſcon- 
tentedneſs, and repining at his preſent lot, nor a diſtruſt of 
God's Providence for the future, but he thankfully enjoys 
what he has already, acknowledging himſelf leſs than the 
leaſt of God's Meycits;, and for the time to come, having uſ- 
ed means allowed by God, can contentedly and faithfully 
rely upon him for the event, reſolving fully to acquieſce 
11 whatſoever portion his Wiſdom ſhall think meet for him ; 
a Care and Induſtry, I ſay, to gain or keep the good things 
of this Life, ſo moderated and bounded, is not, that T know 
of, condemned in Scripture ; nay, we are there told, 177. 
4. 8. That Godlineſs has the Promiſe of the Life that now is ; 
and certainly a Man may not only enjoy the Promiſes: of 
God, 
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God, when he makes them good, but likewiſe by Law - 
ful Methods co-operate with, and be Inſtrumental to his 
Providence in the bringing them about : But that which I 
deſign to cenſure, is the laying up of abundance beyond 
what true neceſſity or real conveniency require ; the placing 
a man's chief Happineſs in Riches; the making them his 
Treaſure, v.34. and conſequently, P/al. 62. 10. ſetting his 
Heart = them, and directing all his Studies and Labours 
to theobtaining or keepingof them ; the reſting in-them as 
his end; and in his own endeavours, as the means for the 
Procurement of them. And he that does ſo is a Fool up- 
on three accounts, becauſe, 


1. He quite miſtakes the thing which he propoſes as 
his end. 


2. He makes uſe of Incompetent means for the obtaining 
of it. And, 


3. Itis that, which if he ſhould obtain, is not worth his 
Time and Labour : Theſe Inftances of lis Folly I have. 
choſen to inſiſt upon, they being what our Saviour has ſug- 
geſted in the Diſcourſe now betore us. 


1. He quite miſtakes the thing which he propoſes as his 
ead. And ſurely tis a very great folly for a Man to propoſe 
a thing as his chief end, and not know what itis, but think 
he purſues one thing, when he really does another ; and yet 
this is plainly the caſe of the Man I am ſpeaking of : The 
end he deſigns and thinks he purſues, is to lay up Treaſure 
for himfelt; and yethe does not do this, but lays up rather 
for any Body elſe : Thou Fool whoſe ſhall thoſe things be thas 
thou haſt provided? Doſt thou lay up thy Riches not to 
ſpend; but to keepthem by thee, to poſlefs rather than. to 
uſe ; or doeſt thou lay up that thou may'ſt extravagantly 
ſquander them away in Luxury and Yain-glory ? Which 
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ever thou intendeſt, thou art as unfaithful a Steward to thy 
ſelf,as thou art to God, and doeſt deceive and cheat thy elf, 
as wellas rob him : For let us conſider the Man that lays up, 
not to uſe, but to keep and poſſeſs his Wealth, he may be 
a very wiſe and good manager for his Bags and Chelts, for 
his Heirs and Executors ; but by all his Providence, doesnot 
at all advantage himſelf, who would be in as truly com- 
fortablea condition,if hisRepoſitories were ſtored with ſtones 
and dirt, as with Gold and Jewels, while - lie uſeleſs 
by him ; and God knows fo they are like to lie while he 
lives, whether the heap be increaſed or diminiſhed ; for he 
that is afraid of ſpending his Wealth, when he has a great 
deal, would not probably be lefs tenacious of it, if it ſhould 
Cecreaſc ; and he 15 as lil likely to be Cured of this nar- 
rownels of Soul, ſhould his fortune be never ſo far extend- 
ed, for in ſuch perſons, Riches, Iike Hydropical Humors, 
the more they increaſe, create the more violent thirſt ; nor 
can time it ſelf work off this Humour, for old Ageismuch 
more aj t to contra, than open the Purſe, as well as hand. 
So that no changeofhis Circumſtances, no Ebb, or Flow of 
his Fortune, are ever like to make him change his Practice, 
P/al. 39. 6. Of heaping up Riches, which he can't tell who ſhall 
gather, Eccl. 2. 18, 19. But which he muſt leave to the man that 
comes after him, who whether he be a wiſe man or a Fool, he 
knows not but muit haveRulc over all his Labours wherein he h.z; 
{zboured. And ſurely this man does not lay up Treaſure for 
himſelf. Let us in the next place take a view of the other 
layer up, that gathers, that he may ſcatter in extravagance 
and ryot, and have wherewith to feed his vain Glory and 
Luxury; he certainly ſeems tolay up for himſelf. No, no, 
tor if he only reſolves to ſpend what he has got, and lives 
not to Execure his purpole, Eccle/. 11.18, 19. If after he 
1s waxed Rich with his warineſs and pinchiag, as the Son of 
Syract ſpeaks, he ſhould [ay, I have found reſt, and will eat coa- 
tiunally of my Goods ; if, as lie adds, the t1ze ſhould come _ 
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kim that he muſt leave thoſe things to others an: cc, as the rich 
Man's caſe was in this Parable, why, thcn Ius condition is 
eventually the ſame with the Miſer's I mention'd before ; 
but if he ſhould have time and opportunity as he intends to 
laviſh away and conſume his Wealth, yet "Twill appear that 
he, as well as the Mifſer, has laid up for others; the only 
difference is,no Body was the better for the one "till his death, 
whereas the other 1n his life time diſpoſed of tis Good; to 
thoſe for whom he laid them up (z. e.) to others: tor whote 
ſake does the vain-glorious Man adorn his Houle with coftly 
Furniture, himſelt with rich Apparel, and appear wich a 
{ſplendid Equipage, is it not for others to teed their Eyes, and 
gratifie their curioſity, and afford ſubject for their Diſcourſe, 
that they may ſee, and admire, and talk of hs Pomp and 
Magniticence? For whom does the Extravagant infarge 
his Table, is it not for others? For multitudes of Atten- 
dants, Viſitants, and Parafites, as Solomon long ſince ob- 
ſerved, Eccleſ. 5.v.11. When goods increaſe, they are increaſed 
that eat them, and what good is there to the owners thercof, [at 
ing the beholding them with their Eze? Alas, did the Man 
conſider himſe!t .only, meaner Furniture, a cheaper Habir, 
a ſlenderer Table, and ſmaller Retinue would terve the turn 
as well, be every jot as uſeful to him, and anſwer all rhe 
ends of necefliry and conventency : For a Man may, when 
his Goods and Riches increaſe, enlarge his Barns and Bags 
to receive them, but he cannot eniarge his own Natural 
Appctites, nor firetch his real Wants and Capacity; his 
own Stomach.craves no greater a Portion of Food, nor Cocs 
his Body take up any more room, or need ocher Defcafatives 
to pvard it from cold, or other accideats than before; and 
theretore whatever extraordinary proviſions he now makes, 
thev are for others, and. coniequently the Riches where- 
With he fuports this Extravagance, he d;d not lay up for 
himſelf; fo ther neitaer be rhat loards vp his Riches to 
keep them, that ſtarves in preſent, left hs ihoull want 
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hereafter (which is ſuch! a piece of Wiſdom, as if a Man 
ſhould cut his own Throat, for fear of being knockt on the 
Head he knows not when) no, nor he that lays up that he 
may ſpend in Luxury and Vanity, neither does lay up for 
themſelves; and yet this is the end they both think they 
propoſe, which its plain they groſsly miſtake; and that is 
the. firſt inſtauce of their Folly. "The 


2. Is they make uſe of incompetent means for the ob- 
taining theirend : They depend upon themſelves and ſecond 
cauſes for it ; they uſea great dca! of care and thoughttul- 
neſs, and abundance of Labour and Toll ; but that theſe 
are not to be relied upon, our Saviour tells four verſes after 
my Text; wv. 25. For which of you, lays he, by taking thought 
£43 aad to his Stature, or tothe term of Life, as ſome un- 
derſtand it, one cubit, nay, can do{o much as make one hair 
white or black ?- Alas ! all our Endeavours without God's 
Bleſſing and Concurrence can turn to no account : If he 
works not with us, *tis but loft labour, that we haſte to riſe up 
early andlate, take reſt; and eat the bread of carefulneſs, Plalm 
127. 3. Afterall our planting and watering, ke only can give the 
zncreaſe : And he only can preſerve ir to us after he has given 
it; Our Care and Power -are not ſufficient to ſecure our 
Gooas and Fraits from Moths and Vermine, norour Bo fon 
Thieves and Rohbers; where he is not the Keeper, the Watches 
man waketh but in vain. But how can that man expe God's 
Bleffing and Prote&tion who daily forfeits them by diſtruſt- 
ing him ? by aQing as if he believed his Providence extend- 
ed not to him ; as if he thought him ignorant of his con- 
cetns, or unable or unwilling to take care. of him ? And 
what an aggravated provocation is it for a man to queſtion 
whether God's Care extends to him, when he daily ſees it 
reaches to the. very Birds of the Air and Flowers of the 
Field ?' wv. 24, 27-. When he ſees-that God gives Food ſo 


pientifully to thole jnferiour Creatures, and Arrays _— 
Glo. 
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Gloriouſly, to'doubt whether he can or will make proviſt- 
on for man whom he has appointed to be Lord of thoſc 
Creatures, and for whoſe uſeand ſervice they were made ; 
ray, when he has had experience in himſelf of Gods Pow- 
er and goodneſs in greater inſtances, to diſtruſt them in leſs; 
7, 23. when God has beſtowed: a Body and Life upon him, 
to doubt his affording him the means for ſupport of them ; 
theſe are fuch unworthy and provoking returns, that who- 
ever is guilty of them, has little reaſon to expeQ any thing 
further from him : And however he may pretend in words 
to believe a Providence; this is a plain denying of it in 
PraQtice, and diſclaiming all hope and ExpeQation from it ; 
and how well-that manconſults theſafety of what he alrea- 
dy has, or what further ſucceſs he can reaſonably hope for 
of Labours, that-places them out of the care of God's Pro- 


vidence, every one may eafily Judg. But, 


3. Laſtly, the Man that lays up Treaſures for himſelf, 
propoſes an end, that if obtaiged, 1s not worth his care and 
pains : Nor can contribute any _— to his real Happineſs. 
For ſuppoſe him poſleſt of as great abundance as his preſent 
wiſhes reach to, is he fure he would be then content ? 
Would not his wiſhes probably be enlarged with his Eſtate, 
and carry him on as much turther yet? Thou wilt pall 
down thy Barns, ſays St. Baſil, ( of the Rich Man in 
this Parable, ) ard build greater ; and when thou haſt 
done that, what re{o!ution; wilt . thou take afterwards? Wilt 
not thou ag ii? pull do92, ana build again? When men's de- 
ſires of Wealth go beyond the bounds of neceſffity and con- 
veniency, they become inknite, there 15NO limiting of them : 
They are, as that great Father fays, lxe men running 
down a ſteep Precipice, there's no iixing of their Foot, or 
ſtopping of their courſe : And if a man cannot gain his caſe 
with his end, but after all the fucceſs of his Labours, he 
{hall continue to be as —— want as much, aud defire 
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as much as before, ſurely his pains are beſtowed to very 
little purpoſe : Burt ſuppoſing his eager thirſt after more 
ſhould be allay'd, that he ſhould know when he had e- 
nough, and be fatisfied with that proportion which he hath 
laid up, and bid his Soul take its eaſe, as this Man reſoly'd 
to do, though he did not live to try whether he could keep 
his reſolurion, yet what would he then do with it? would 
he ſtore up his abundance and not uſe it? What good 
would it then do him? Or, how would he be happier for 
having fo much uſeleſs. Lumber lodg'd in his own Houſe, 
than he would be if fomuch were laid up in his Neighbour's 
Houſe; he would have no pleaſure by it but in opinien, but 
would have the real pain of perplexing thoughts how to ſe- 
cure it, and tormenting fears leſt he ſhould loſe it? -But if 
he ſhould reſolve to ſpend it, yet of all that he ſhall extra- 
vagantly ſquander, *twill, as I obſerv'd before, be but a 
{mall proportion that he will beſtow upon himſelf; and of 
all the mighty Proviſions that ſhall be purchaſed thereby, 
but a little will come to his own ſhare : And is it a happineſs 
to be continually caring and providing for others? Men that 
look at a diſtance, ſee only the out-ſide, and judge accord- 
ing toappearance, may think great and rich Men very hap- 
py, and poſſibly ſome of them that know no better may 
think themſelves ſo, but if we will take the opinion of one 
who was eyery way qualihed to make a true judgment of 
this Matter, who had Wealth enough to procure, and cu- 
riofity to make tryal of all manner of earchly delights, and 
wiſdom to paſs a juſt cenſure of them, we ſhall find it far 
otherwiſe. For Solomon, who was great, as he himſelf ſays, 
Eccleſe 2. v..9, 10. and incresſed above all that went before him 
in Jeruſalem, who kept not, as he adds, from his eyes, whatſo- 
ever they deſir'd, nor with-held his heart from any joy, and who 
was alſo, as the: Scripture witneſſes, wiſer than all men, he, 
upon a ſtrict review of all the Greatneſs and mighty. Trea- 


{ure he was poſleſt of, and that circle of diverſified es -" 
which 
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which they enabled him to entertain himſelf with, a large 
catalogue whereof he {ets down in the 24. of Eccle/. gives 
this account of them all in the 1 1. ver. "That all w.zs vanity 
and vexation of Spirit : that he had found m_— of true {a- 
tisfaction, or ſold pleaſure in them, they did but deceive 
his expeCation, nal occaſion a great deal of uneaſineſs by 
the diſappointment : And a greater than So/omoz has affured 
us, That a man's life does not conſiſt in the abundance of the 
things which he poſſeſſes, Luke 12. 15. They are no more ne- 
ceſſary or uſcful to his well-being, than able to prolong his 
being; a Man may be here very miſerable with them, and 
very happy here without them : and when he comes to dye, 
they cannot keep him in this World, nor go with him into 
the next. "Then indeed, in rhat night when his Soul ts required 
of him, will the vanity of all earthly Treaſures, and the fol- 
ly of him that has laid them up, moſt eminently appear; 
what will they all then ſignifie to him, when he cannot uſe 
them, and mult leave them? All his Riches cannot com- 
pound with Death, nor all his Power and Greatnels ſecure 
him from the Grave; he muſt quit his ſpacious Habitations 
for a narrow Coffin, and all his Gayety for a poor Shroud ; 
his large Demeans, which he has extended far and wide, by 
adding Field to Field, muſt dwindle into fix Foot of dark 
Earth, and all his Attendants and Paraſites be changed for 
the Society of Worms, which will prey upon his Body, as 
they had done upon his Eſtate. And tor his poor Soul, with 
what horror and amazement will it be ſurpriſed, when it 
mult be unclothd, ſtript of irs earthly Houſe, the Body, and 
has not any Manſions prepared for it above? Whenitmuſt 

o naked and deſtitute of all the imaginary Advantages it in- 
joyed in the Body, into a place of 'Corment, to be kept in 
Chains of Darkneſs to the Judgment of the Great Day, 
till they ſhall both meet again ro be made compleatly 
miſerable. 


Go- 
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Go to now je rich Men, weep and howl, for the miſeries that 
are coming upon you, James 5.1. Ye that heaped up Trea- 
ſures, have or!; heap'd up fire for the laſt day to fone or, 
wer. 3. Ye that have waſted it in Luxury and Riot, have 
lived in pleaſure upon the Earth, and been 1antc;:, have only 
mouriſht your hearts as againſt the day of ſlarghter, ver. 5. Be- 
hold your Judge ſtands before the door .9.cxpectingan account 
of thoſe 'Talents wherewith he intruſted you; Mountains of 
Wealth heaped one upon another, wel! no; cover you from his 
preſence, nor blind his Eyes, nor {uborn the Evidences that 
will come in; the Ruſt of that Gold and Silver which you 
Miſers have unprofitably hoarded up, and the very Minitters 
to your Pride, and Luxury, and Vices, on whom ye Prodi- 
gals have waſted it, as well as the Poor whom ye have both 
defrauded, will witneſs againi{t you, and what Mercy can 
ye expe from your Judge, who have ſhew'd none to his 
Members? 


Bat are Riches always kept to the hurt of the owners thereof ? 
Mulſt a plentiful Eſtate lawiully defcending from the Father 
difinherit the Son of the Kingdom of Heaven ? or the bleſ- 
ſings of God's left Hand upon his own hovet Labours ne- 
ceſſarily intitle him to be placed upon t!ie (cir Hand here- 
after? God forbid any ſhould ſay thus. No, Riches in 
themſelves conſider'd are neither good nor bad. bit indiffe- 
rent, as Poverty 1s; both States are capabis of hzing im- 
_ to very good purpoles, or abulcc io very ill ones; 

th have their Temptations, and both ve their Advan- 
tages. If Riches may tempt a Man to Pride and Luxury, 
to love of the World, and forgetfulneis of God, Povert 
may be too apt to incline him to murmur and repine at God, 
to Steal, and take his Name in vain : And if Poverty puta 
Man upon the exerciſe of Patience, Contentedneſs, and 
Faith, Riches may give him opportunities of exerciſing a 

Grace 
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Grace. which the Apoſtle prefers before all theſe, that of 
Charity, and by the due praftice whereof, we do moſt 
ncarly reſemble the moſt perfe& of. all Beings, our Father 
which is in Heaven, The Vertues which Riches may enable 
a. Man to perform have that advantage over thoſe which are 
owing meerly to Poverty, which St. Pal gives Proph 
over Speaking in an unknown Tongue, he that __ in 
ax unknown 7] on2ue eaifieth himſelf, but he that propheſieth edj- 
fieth the Church, 1 Cor. 14. The Vertues of the poor Man, 
as he is ſuch, center in himſelf only, but the rich Man may 
caſt his benign Influence. on all about him, may be Eyes ts 
the Blind, Feet to the Lame, a Father to the Poor and Father- 
leſs, and cauſe the Widows heart to dance for Joy, as Job ſpeaks; 
may do good not only to the preſent age, but to the Gene- 
rations that are to come ; he may in a Senſe be always with 
the Poor, may make Proviſion for the Feeding and Clothing 
of their Bodies, for the inſtruting and forming of their 
Minds, and for the. putting: them into Capacities of being 
ſerviceable to God, and uſeful to Men in their Generations ; 
and by ſo doing may become a fort of a Saviour to them, 
contribus mightily, not only to the ſaving of their Bodies 
from ſhame and miſery here, but both Souls and Bodies 
from eternal confuſion and torment hereafter. And this 
IS, 


2: The true way of making a wiſe improvement of 
Riches, which is the Second General Head I propoſed to dif- 
courſe upon, and is included in the Phraſe rich rowards God, 
and to be ſo, is, as our Saviour expounds it at 33 ver. #0 give 
Alms, or -in St. PauPs Expreſſion, to be rich in good Works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to Communicate, 1 Tim. 6. 18. To 
make the needy ſhare with me in my Plenty, and miniſter 
out of my Abundance to the neceſſities of thoſe who have 
no Portions provided for them: And he that does ſo may 
be faid to be rich towards God, either as he performs a _—_ 
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highly acceptable to God; not that he is benefited by our 
largeſt Charity, o»r Goodneſs extends not to him, but to the 
Saints that are upon the Earth, Pſal, Put yet it is very 
teful to him, as the Apoſtle aſſures us, To «o good, and 
f0 diſtribute, forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is pleaſed, 
Heb. 13. 16. And this likewiſe may occaſion another plea- 
ſing Sacrifice to him, that of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for 
ſo St. Paul ſays, The adwiniftration of this Service x0: only 
ſupplies the wants of the Saints, but 1s abundant allo by many 
Thankfoivings to God, 2 Cor. 9. 12. Nay, the Scripture re- 
preſents the Money which the charitable;Man gives to the 
Poor, as a Loan lent to God ; and our Saviour tells us, That 
He reſents the merciful Offices done to them, 2s pertorm*d 
to Himſelf. He that hath pity oa the Poor, leadeth u7to the 
Lord, Prov. 19. 17. Andin as muchas ye did 77 to one of 
theſe my Brethren, ye aid it ro me, Matih, 25. Sothat in this 
ſenſe he that abounds in works of Charity, may he {aid to 
be us ©:'s. 7? xlar, rich towards God : or there-niay he ano- 
ther ſenſe of the Phraſe, which the Learned Crotizes contends 
for (Grot. in Loc.) who will have 7\7', which we render 
rich, to be all one with 8:5cve.24", which ſignifies laying up 
Treaſure; and u; 6:7, which we render towards God, to 
be as much as Txi« fe, with God; and then to be rich ty- 
wards God, as we Tranilate it, 1s to lay up Treaſure for 
our ſelves with God ; and this Chri!t implies the charitable 
Man does at the fore-mentioned 3 34. Verſe of this Chapter, 
when he adviſes us, if we cannot otherwiſe do it, to 1} 
ſome part of what we have, end give Alms, and fo proviie 
Bazs that wax not 0/4, and treaſure in Heaven that fails nor. 
We need not be curious which of theſe Sens io take, for 
the truly Charitable Man is rich in both of them ; he is Rich 
towards God, and he lays up 'Treafure tor himielf with God; 
and he that does fo, certainly makes the w ici: wi and belt 
improvement of his Riches. 


Fer 


For being rich towards God, what more prudent courſe 
can a Man take, than by making a grateful return of ſome 
of his Plenty to that bountiful hand from whom he re- 
ceived all, to engage his Bleſſing upon the reſt ? And by di- 
ſtributing out of what he hasalready given, to thoſe whom 
he has appointed as his Subſtitutes to receive thoſe expreſ- 
ſions of our Love and Gratitude, which he is not capable of, 
to ſecure his further Favours for the future? Now that the 
merciful and charitable Man does this, the Scripture tells 
us in many places; I will name three or four, in P/al. ar. 
David deicribing the Bleſſedneſs of the Man that provides 
for the poor and needy, fays, That the Lord will deliver him 
in the time of trouble, will preſerve and keep him alrve. and he 
ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth ; and in the 37:h. ſpeaking of 
the righteous Man, and what he means by a righteous Vian 
in that P/alm, is very plain from 21. and 26. vers of it : 
In the former the righteous ſheweth mercy, and giveth; andin 
the other, he is ever, or your Margin has it, all the dry merci= 
fat, and lexdeth ; of this Righteous, 5. e. this merciful, liberal 
man, he ſays, v. 19. He ſhall not be aſhamed in evil times, 
and in time of famine he ſhall have enough. Ver. 29. The righte- 
ous ſhall inherit the Land, and awell in it for ever. And to the 
ſame purpoſe, ver. 34. and in the 257th. I have been young, 
and mow am old, yet never ſaw I the rizhteous forſaken, mor his 
Feed beg gin their Bread. And wer. 26. his Seed ſhall be vitſſed. 
And in P/al. 112. ſpeaking of the ſame rightcous Man, 
whom he explains to be one that 7s gracious and ful 0f Comte 
Pafſion, v. 4. A God-like Character : and Ve J. 1 hat (yereth 
favour, and lendeth: and in 9. hath diſperſed 4444 given to the 
poor, this righteouſneſs endureth for ever, he ſhall be afraia of no 
evil tidings, v. 8, Wealth and Riches {hall be tz his Houſe, v. 3 
His Horn (hll be exalted with honour, V. 9. his Seed ſtall be 
mighty upon the earth , the generation of the upright (hail be vlel- 
ſed. And his Son So/omon aſſures ws in Prov. 25. 9. _ he 

that 
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that hath a bountiful eye ſhall be bleſſed,for he giveth of hisBread to 
the poor. And Chap. 28. 27. He that giveth to the Poor ſhall 
r0t lack. Not far trom that, for in 11. 25. The liberal Soul 
ſpall be made fat, and he that watereth ſhall be watered again. 1 
will add but one Paſſage more, and that is in the 34. Mak. 
10. Bring me, ſays God, all the Tithes into the Store-houſe. All 
the Tithes, that 1s, the third Years Tithes, as well as the 
every Years, thoſe that were for the Poor, as well as thoſe 
for the Prieſt, .as God appointed, Deut.14. 28. At the end of 
the third Tear, thou ſhalt bring forth all the Tithes of thine in- 
ereaſe the [ame Tear, and the Levite, and the Stranger, and the 
Fatherleſ5, and the Widow, ſhall come and eat, ana be ſatisfied. 
Bring me all theſe Tithes, and prove me herewith ſays the Lord of 
Ho#, if I will not open you the windows of Heaven, and pour 
you out a bliſſing, that there ſhall not be room enough to recetve it. 
And let not any one think that this related to the Jews only 
under the Old Teſtament Oeconomy, and concerns not us 
Chriſtians; for though there be ſomething Rm in the 
Proportion which God required to be laid afide for the Poor, 
viz, the Tithe of the increaſe of the third Year ; yet certain- 
ly the duty it ſelf of feeding the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and 
Widow, 1s moral, and of Eternal Obligation: and if the 
Duty extends to us, why ſhould any one doubt but the Pro- 
miſe does too, unleſs he can believe that no Temporal Bleſ- 
fings are promiſed under the Evangelical Diſpenſation, and 
he that does ſo mult contradi& St. Paul, who ſays not only. 
That Goalineſs in general hz the promiſe of this Life, as well 
as that which is to come,1 Tim.4.8. 2 Cor. 9.9. but particularly 
applies to the Righteous, 7z. e. the Charitable Man the Pro- 
miſes I mention'd before in the 112 Pſalm, and encourages 
the Corinthians to a liberal Contribution to the poorChri/tians 
in Jaudea, from this conſideration, That God #s able to muke 
all Grace, 1. e. all plenty abound to them, v. 8. From theſe 
Scriptures then it appears, That both Deliverances from. 


want aad danger, and poſitive Bleſſings too, both — 
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and increaſe of whathe has,carthlyBleſſingsupon himſelf,and 
upon his Poſterity alſo, are promiſed by God to that Man 
that is\Rich towards him : And although theſe, as all tem- 
poral Promiſes are to be underſtood, as Divines expreſs it, 
cum exceptione crucis, 4, e. not abſolutely, but with this re- 
{erve, unleſs God ſees it beſt for his Servants to order it 
otherwiſe, yet this is no impeachment of that Man's Wif 
dom, that ventures his Goods upon this bottom, for either 
he will have that very return in kind, which God has pro- 
miſed, or that which God Judges to be better for him, and 
that certainly is ſo, and then he will have no reaſon tocharge 
either God with injuſtice, or himſelf with folly. 


But whatever befals him here, *ris enough to juſtifie the 
prudence of his ConduR, that he will be ſure to enjoy here- 
after the treaſures he has laid up with God; and it he does with 
the expence of his temporary, uncertain, periſhing treaſures, 
that are daily liable to inward corruption, and to outward 
violence, purchaſe thoſe that are certain, incorruptible, and 
eternal, no one can ſay, but he makes a very wiſe uſe and 


improvement of them. 


We muſt not indeed pretend by the largeſt and moſt dif- 
intereſted Diſtributions of our Charity, or by any thing we 
can do, to ſatisfie for our fins, or deterve Heaven; Chritt 
alone has made fatisfattion for thoſe, and merited this for 
us : We are unprofitable Servants when we have aone ail, and ai! 
our righteouſneſs as filthy rags; our good Works can piead 
no merit with God, when *tis he alone that works in ws both to 
will and to ao of his good pleaſure ; and particularly our Charity 
to others is purely the effect of his Bounty to us, who be- 
tows upon us both the means and the heart to be charitadle ; 
but yet the Scripture makes this Grace of Charity to be of 
{o grear price in the ſight of God, that as it more tnan ov. 
informs us, it £17 core 4 multitude of fins, jan. 5. 20. 1 Per. 
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4. 8. Caſt a vail over ſeveral {lips and imperfeCtions in the 
Perſon eminent for it, which God would not over-look in 
the Van deſtirute of it. 

Nay the true Riches, Treaſure in Heaven, eternal Life, 
are there aſſured to the due performance of it, not as an effi» 
cient meritorious cauſe, but a condition required on our part 
to qualihe us for the application of our Saviours Blood, which 
only can take away fin, and give usa title to Heaven : And 
io neceſſary a condition it is, that Chriſt, in his deſcription 
of the laſt Judgment, Mat. 25. gives ſuch an account of his 
procedure in that day, as if the only matter he ſhould come 
to inquire into, would be the performance or neglett of this 
great Duty. Not but that all our works done in the fleſh, 
our very words and thoughts, will then be judg'd, but this 
will be a Matter of very tpecial and particular inquiry; this 
being a Duty which our Lord has recommended to us, both 
by Precept and Example, it being what he was,a moſt emi- 
nent inſtance of himſelf, the New Commanament which he has 
grven to his Diſciples, and the diſtinguiſhing Badg and Cha- 
rater by which he would have them to be kzown from the 
reſt of the World. And indeed, whereſoever this Grace is 
found in its due meaſure, and with its r2quiſite qualifications, 
as well as to theinward affection and habit, as to the out- 
ward effects and exerciſes of it, other Vertues and Graces 
cannot be wanting. "There may be a great ſhow of Chari- 
ty; a Man may give Alms plentifully, and do many things 
outwardly, from whence the World may judge him to be 
very charitable, when through ſome inward defect he is in 
reality far otherwiſe: "There mult be, as the School-men ob- 
{erve, tomake an Action good, a concurrence of all requiſite 
conditions, whereas one ſingle defect in any one coeinn, 
will make an Action evil ; (fo much eaſier is it to do evil 
than good.) Thus to make an Attion truly charitable, there 
is {omerhing more requiſite than the bare beſtowing my Mo- 
acy, and diſpoſing of my Fruits to the Poor, though it be in 

never 
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never ſo large a proportion; for a Man may, as St. Paul in! 
timates, 1 Cor. 13. give all his Goods to feed the Poor, and yet 
not have Charity. 1 cannot infilt upon all the requiſites, but 
will mention two, which wherever they are bay na there 


can be no true Charity, and wherever they are found it can- 
not be falſe: And they are ſuch that any Man may. eafily 
try whether they be in him or not, and conſequently judge 
of his Charity; and they are, a right Principle, and a right 
End. If my Charity proceed from a corrupt Principle, as 
love of my {elf, or be diretted to an ill end, as to raiſe my 
own reputation in the World, that I may have Praiſe and 
Glory of Men, or any ſecular advantage, 'tis no Charity, it 
profits me nothing as to any future account, nor mult I ex- 
pe any reward from my Father which is in Heaven: but 
if a ſincere Love to God, and my Neighbour tor his fake 
the Principle, and the promotion and advancement of 
Glory the end of my Charity, it cannot eaſily be deteRive 
upon any other account; for where Love is the moving 
Principle, the Man will give cheartully and liberally, he that 
aQs out of Love, acts with a = deal of alacrity, and ne- 
verthinks he can do too much tor the party loved; and where 
God's Glory is his end, he will be very cautions, lcit any ſi- 
niſter or by end intermix with it; he will take all due and 
prudent care to teſ{tifie one, and promote the other; andthen 
whatever unwilling miſtakes he may be guilty of in any of 
the leſs concerning circumſtances of it, they willcertainly be 
ſome of that multitude of fins which fuch a Charity will co- 
ver; nay, in whom there is {uch a noble Principle, and ſuch 
a noble End, all other Vertues and Graces mutt accompany 
this of Charity, and no inſtance of Obedience will be want- 
ing; for he that does any thing out of Love to God, and for 
the advancement of his Glory, will be ready out of the ſame 

Principle todo every thing that may promote that end. 
Whether for theſe, or whatever other reaſons our Saviour 
and Judze was pleaſed in his detcription of the Procels in the 
Scat 
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great and terrible Day, to give particular inſtances only in 
works of Charity and Mercy, as Clothing, Feeding, Vilſit- 
ing, &c. the Naked, Hgy, Sick, and Impritoned, &«. 
and to tell us that the irreverſible Sentence of Glory or Miſe- 
ry ſhall be paſt upon us, as we have done, or not done them. 
This is certainly enough to ſhew how neceſſary a Duty this 
of Charity is, and to — us to abouxd in this Grace, and 
be rich 1» good works, and to be merciful according to our power, 
God is not that hard Maſter that /ooks to gather where he h.us 
zot ſtrawed; he does not expect that thoſe that have but little 
ſhould give much, no, zf they 49 but their diligence to give of 
that litile, they gather to themſelves a good Reward againſt the 
day of Adverſity, Mark 12. 42. The poor Widows twomites, 
which ſhe caſt in amongſt ths Free-will-offerings were well 
accepted, and her Charity highly commended by Chrift, 
who has aſſured «as, That even a C yd » j cold W ater given to a 
Dyſciple in the Name of « Diſciple, ſhall not loſe its reward. But 
from thoſe to whom he has given greater Abilities, God ex- 
peQts larger returns of Charity. And furely *tis their Wil 
dom to make them in the moſt ample manner they can,fince 
he has promiſed that he will zot forget their labours of love: 
who would Sow ſparingly, that can doit plentifully, when 
he that Miniſters Seed to the Sower, and increaſes the fruits of 
their righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. 9. 10. has told them that their crop 
ſhall be proportionable in quantity to the Seed they ſow ; 
he that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparirnly; but he that ſoweth 
bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully, v. 6. 

The Sum is Liberality and Charity to the Poor have pro- 
miſes of the Bleſſings, both of this World and the next, and 
though the former Promiſes are conditional, yet the per- 
tormance of the duties have the advantage over all other 
Methods we can uſe to gain the good things of Life,in two 
reſpects, firſt in that they are more likely to obtain them for 
us, and ſecondly, they cannot fail but when 'ris our Intereſj; 
© de without them. 
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But the latter are abſolute and peremptory, and will one 
Day infallibly be made good, to all ſuch as are truly rich 76- 
wards God: Where then can we diſpoſe of our Riches, bet- 
ter than to him, in what hands can we lodge them faſcr, 
and from whom can we expett a more advantageous ac- 
count of them ? He will manage them to our | An Inte- 
reſt; both here and hereafter, repay us with uſury here, ei- 
ther in kind, or in that which ſhall be better, and re-pay us 
hereafter with bags that wax not old, and durable treaſures in 
Heaven, which nothing cancorrupt or take from us. 

What then remains, but that I addreſs my ſelf to you in 
the words of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 58. Wherefore my belowe 
ea brethren, be ye ſtedfait, unmoveable, always abounding in this 
work of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your Labours ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord, If ye Sow, ye are aſſured ye ſhall 
reap in due time, if ye faint not : And what if ye ſhould miſs 
of a Crop here? Is it a great matter for you to ſow temporal 
things, if ye ſhall reap ſpiritual and eternal things? What if 
ye mult tarry for one *till hereafter? Does not the Husband 
wait with long patience for the precious Fruit of the Earth? Be 
3 alſo patient therefore until the coming of the Lora, which drar- 
eth nigh ; behold he comes quickly, and his reward is with him : 
And then when he ſhall be ſeated upon the Throze of his Glory, 
attended with all his holy Angels, and all Nations ſhall be gather 
ed before him, then will appear who has been the wiſe Man, 
and who the Fool, the unprofitable and unfairhiul Steward, 
of the unrighteous Mammon, that has ether h1a bis Lora”; 
Tatent, and let it lye uſeleſs by lum ; or imbezied and mil- 
ſpent it in Luxury and Riot; or he that has made hincl; 
Frienas with it, by imploving it to pious and charitable uſes ; 
when they ſhall be amazea, as the wile Man ſpeaks, W7/a. 5 
at the ſtrangeneſs of his Salvation beyond all that they had looked 
for, and repenting and grieving for anguiſh of Spirit, fbal j.1; 
within themſelves, This is he whom we had fometinue in aeriſion, 


and a proverb of reproach, whom we accounted a mad May. 
for 
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for thinking to increaſe by ſcattering, and for laying out 
certain and preſent Treaſures in proſpe& of uncertain fu- 
ture Advantage, how do we prove the Fools, and he the 
wiſe man; And what has our pride profited us, or what good 
have our Riches, with our vaunting, brought us ;. all thoſe things 
are paſſed away as a ſhadow, and as a Poſt that haſteth by, but as 
for him, how is he numbred among the Children of God, and 
his Lot among the Saints? When they ſhall thus cenſure 
themſelves, and with trembling and confuſion hear the 
dreadful Sentence of their Judge. Then ſhall he ſtand with 
great bolaneſs before the Face of thoſe who mage no account of his 
L abours of Love, and before the Face of his Judge too: Being, 
prepared to anſwer thoſe Interrogatories that ſhall then be 
put to him, with a Here Lord are thy poor naked Mem- 
bers which I have clothed ; here are the hungry Bellies that 
I have fed ; here are the Strangers, the Sick and Impriſoned 


to whom I have Minifſter*'d. Then ſhall he recerve a beauti- 


ful Crown from the Lora*s hand, who {ſhall tell him, Iz as much 
as thou haſt done it to thele, thou haſt aone it to me, Come there- 
fore thoa bleſſed Child, inherit the Kingdom prepared for thee 
from the foundation of the World. 


Thus have I diſpatch'd the Two Things I propoſed; and 
ſhew'd, 1. The rolly of thoſe that Lay Hp 1 reaſure for them 
felves, and 2. The true way of making a wiſe improvement 
of Riches, by being rich rowaras God. 

And bleſſed be God, though our Age and Country a- 
bound too much with Examples of the former, yet we do 
not want fome Inſtances to exemplike the latter part of my 
Diſcourſe; our Saviour's_Prophecy, Mat. 24. v. 12. That 
the love of many ſhall wax cold; and St. Paul's account of the 
laſt days, 2 Tim. 3.v. 12. wherein” Mem ſhall be lovers of them- 
ſelves and covetous, without natural affection, lovers of pleaſures 
more. than lovers of Goa; are but too viſibly veritied 1a us, 
wpor whom the ends of the World are come; But yet as faras 

we 
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we are removed from the firſt dawnings of the Goſpel Age, 
and from the more immediate influences of thoſe bright Ex- 
amples the firſt Embracers of it, who 0/4 their poſſeſſuons and 


laid them at the Apoſtles feet, whereof diſtribution was made to 


gvery Man as he had need. As late as we live, and as cold as 
our Climate is, we have had, and have ſome burning and 
ſhining Lights, who by their charitable works have both 
warm'd and refreſhed many of their poor Brethren, and by 
the Light of their good Examples invited and encouraged 
others to do likewiſe, and occaſion'd many Thankſgivings 
to God on their behalf: We can produce inſtances ot uſetul 
Charities that have been given ſince the Reformation, ſuffi- 
cient to convince the Romaniſts, That Proteſtants do as much 
acknowledge the Obligation, as they diſclaim the merit of 
good works ; Inſtances ſo many, and great, in proportion 
to the /ittle time that the People of thy Holineſs, O Lord, have 
poſſeſt thy Santtuary, as may juſtly make them bluſh to charge 
us with denying the neceſſity of good Works: If any have 
taught that a naked dead Faith, deſtitute of Works, is the 
whole intire condition of Juſtification, let them bear their 
own burden, but let not the Church be charged, which al- 
_ ſubſcribes to that of St. James, Jam. 2.26. As the body 
without the ſpirit is dead, jo faith without works is dead alſo. 
Though with our Saviour ſhe reaches us to ſay, when we have 
aone all, we are unprofitable Servants: We can, I ſay, ſhew 
onr faith by our works. 1 need not go out of this County to 
find ſeveral Inſtances; a Commiſhon now in foot for the en« 
quiring into, and redreſſing any Abufes in the management 
of them, has given me an opportunity of knowing this. But 
having treſpaſſed too far already, I muſt ſuppreis a great 
deal that I might ſay upon this Subject, and {hall only men- 
tion ſome few Inftances of Charity, given and deſign'd to 
very good uſes within our own Memories, and in the Lite- 
time of the Donors, ſome already perfected, and ſome not 


yet compleated : Among the hirit fort I reckon the m—— 
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tal at Old Swinford; and this I do the rather inſtance in; 
becauſe this Pariſh partakes in the Charity of that Noble 
Foundation, which, through the munificence of the Foun- 
der, the care of the Managers, and prudence and induſtry 
of the preſcat Maſter, is, it may be, one of the molt uſeful 
Charities that late Years have produced, at lealt in theſe 
Parts. 

Of this fort likewiſe is that which is the occaſion of our 
preſent Meeting, and is more 1ntirely given tor the benefit 
of this Place and Neighbourhood, and is defiga'd not only 
for the Clothing of the Bodies of tome of your poorer Chil- 
dren, but for the Adorning ot their Minds, and putting 
them into Capacities of! providing ior themſelves, and being 
uſeful to the World : Here you have a beautiful and conve- 
nient Structure built, and a competent Provitcn made for 
a School-Maſter, to inſtruct ſuch as ſhall be admitred into. 
it, not only in the Rudiments of Grammar, but allo in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Relizion, as they are briefly com- 
priſed in that excelleat Summary, our Church Catechiſm : 
And whoever cu':ders what a mighty Influence the Edu- 
cation of Children has upon them, when they come to be 
Men, how tenacious they are of thoſe Principles which the 
imbibe in their Child-hood, eſpecially how cloſely thoſe 
they then ſuck in relating to Religion ſtick to them after- 
ward, (as we have fad experience in too many unhappy Per- 
ſons, upon whom prejudice of Education has wrought more 
than force of Argument) mult certainly own it to be a moſt 
pious and prudent Deſign of your Charitable BenefaQtor, to 
provide forthe early Inſtitution of ſuch, whoſe mean Circum- 
ftances may either render them deſtitute of any Education, 
o, which is not better, expoſe them to a bad one; and for the 
leading them into the Truth, and poſſeſſing them with right 
Notions, while the pliableneſs and tenderneſs of their Age, 
make them very DuCtile, and capable of any impreſſions. 
But I git not dwell upon this, nor may enlarge upon other 
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SubjeAs, which are offer d me by the further generous De- 
ſigns of that worthy Perſon who has occaſion*d our coming 
together at this time, who is ſettling the ſame Charity on a 
Neighbouring Pariſh that he has beſtowed upon this, and 
making the {me pious Proviſion for the poor Children of 
Fecknam, that he has done for thoſe of Bromſgrove. Nor does 
his Charitable Intentions ſtop here, or leave the Children at 
the Schools he is building for them, but carry them on to 
the Univerſity, where he has laid large and noble deſigns in- 
deed, which we may hope ere long to ſee executed. 

But I muſt forbear, and ſhall conclude with a hearty Ad- 
dreſs to the Father of Lights, from whom every good and perfect 
Gift comes, that for this Loan, which is already lent unto the 
Lord, he would return it double into the Boſom ofthe Len- 
der, in the Bleſſings of this Life and the next. That he, 
who worketh in us to will and to do-of his good pleaſure, would 
perfe&t what he has begun in him; Thas he would make him 
to abound more and more in this Grace, and to that end, That 
he would make all Grace abound towards him, that he always ha-- 
ving All-ſufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work, . 
being enrich'd in every thing, to all bountifulneſs, which caaſes 
through us Thankſoivings to God, Amen. 
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"PHELivesot all the Princes of Orange, from William the 
Great, Founder of the Common-wealth of the United 
Provinces. Written in French by the Baron Maurier, in 1682, 
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by Mr, Robert White. 

Mr. Boſſu's Treatiſe of the Epick Poem, containing Cu- 
rious RefleRions, very uſeful and neceſſary for the Right 
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Virgil: done wito Englyb, with ſome Reflections on Prince 
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